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UTM Rodeo brings economic, cultural boom to Martin 


lorrmm Beard 

Staff Writer 

UTM's -4Si.il annual rndeo 
begins this evening, April 14, 
and will continue until Saturday, 
April 16. 

The UTM spring rodeo, which 
has been named the Giark 
Region "Rodeo of lire Year 7 ’ foi 
ten consecutive years, aims to 
bring good, family-friendly fiin 
to Alar tin. However, the crowd 
should not expect ro see the 
same tiling twice. 

“You never know what will 
happen at a rodeo, 17 said Head 
Coach John Luthi. 

Along with the UTM 
men’s and women's teams. 


the rodeo will also include 
teams from the University of 
Aikansas-Cossatot, University 
of Arkausas-Monticello, 

East Mississippi Community 
College,Missouri Valley College, 
Murray Stare University, 
Northwest Mississippi 

Community College, Southern 
Arkansas University University 
of Tennessee, Three Rivers 
College and University of West 
Alabama. 

However, the rodeo is not just 
bringing in teams from out of 
town, hut ii also bringing in a 
lot of out-of-town fans as well. 

The rodeo is just wildly 
popular, and it’s fairly unique 
for a university to have a rodeo 


team and for an actual university 
to put on a rodeo," said Brad 
Thompson, the Director of 
Economic and Community 
Development for the City of 
Martin. "There are a lot of 
people who travel from out of 
state to come to the rodeo." 

These out of town visitors 
bode well for the city of Martin 
and its economy. They have to 
sleep, eat and sometimes even 
shop somewhere and, more 
often than not, they do so within 
the city. Almost all of Martin's 
hotels and motels, especially 
the Holiday Ihil, are at capacity 
during rodeo week. The local 
restaurants are saturated with 
patrons each n ight of the rodeo, 


and even the nighdife is more 
active. 

Downtown Martin’s retail 
shops also see more action 
during this time. Many of the 
shops, such as the Shoe Shack, 
have special sales and window 
signage or decorations that 
indicate that they know it is 
rodeo week and they welcome 
rodeo customers. 

T think that we can see a 
significant impact die month of 
April, said Thompson. “I don't 
know what it will be for tliis 
year on our local options sales 
tax collections, but 1 can tell you 
that it's definitely reflected in 
our collections." 

One way that the City of 


Martin and die Rodeo Booster 
Club have partnered up to 
ensure that rodeo goers make 
it downtown is the annual 
barbeque and auction in 
Festival Park in Dow mown 
Martin. The event is held on 
the Saturday of each rodeo 
week and provides participants 
with a free barbeque lunch and 
an opportunity to give back 
UTM’s championship-winning 
rodeo team by participating in 
the scholarship auction. 

However, all of this sleeping, 
eating, and shopping can create 
a lot of traffic between the 


university and various other 
parts of town. 

See Rodeo, Page 5 
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Viewpoints 

- EDITORIAL - 

'A’ stands for April and autism awareness 



We at The Pacer want tu 
help educate others, about 
autism and how much 
it affects the country in 
general. 

April is Autism Awareness 
Month, with April 2 being 
Autism Awareness Day. The 
organization, Autism Speaks, 
focuses on ‘"maximizing 
support and funding for 
autism research, surveillance, 
awareness and services." It's 
advocacy initiative. Autism 
Votes, also brings attention 
by “working in state capitals, 
Congress and the courts for 
autism insurance reform 
that maximizes coverage for 
evidence-based treatments 
including behavioral heal tit 
treatments. 

Most people don't realize 
how prominent and how 
many people are effected 
by autism. According to the 
Centers of Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC), as 
of March 27, 2014, 1 in 6S 
in the United States have 


autism spectrum disorder. 
It also states that within the 
number, 1 in 42 are boys and 
1 Sn 1S9 are girls. Boys are 
five times more likely than 
girls to have autism. Alabama 


has the lowest rate with 1 in 
175 and New Jersey has the 
highest rate with l in 46. 

Autism is detectable in 
children as young as two- 
years-old though most are 


not diagnosed until after 
fours years of age. Noticeable 
symptoms include range from 
social -interaction challenges, 
com mu ci ic at ion difficulties 
a:id doing certain repetitive 
behaviors. However, as a 
spectrum disorder, autism can 
be subtle,severe or anywhere in- 
between in people. Ultimately, 
there is no cure or even medical 
detection for autism. 

UTMs chapter, UTM 
Speaks, does a lot on campus 
pertaining to the education 
and awareness of of autism 
and the many spectrum 
cases of the disorder. Friday, 
April 15, is Blue-Out Day, 
and everyone is encouraged 
to where blue for Autism 
Awareness Month. 

For more information 
about autism and Autism 
Awareness Month, you can 
visit auitsmspeaks.org or 
visit the UTM chapter’s 
page on Facebook under the 
il.liul' UTM Speaks - Autism 
Awareness. 


-COLUMN- 

License to protect, or license to discriminate? 



Sydney LaFreniere 

Guesf VVrifer 

On Tuesday, March 15, 
Kentucky Senate passed Bill ISO 
which would allow individuals 
and businesses to deny service 
to LGBT people without being 
penalized. 

The bill passed by a vote of 22- 
16, according to The New Civil 
Rights Movement. Senator 
Albert Robinson stated that 
the bill is necessary to protect 
people of faith from LGBT 
people who "are trying in force 
their beliefs down the throats'" 
of those who act upon their 
religious convictions, according 
to Washington Blade. 

[j ibis legislation is passed, it 
will protect anyone acting on a 
“sincerely held religious belief" 
from “being fined, imprisoned, 
held in contempt, or otherwise 
punished 11 for acting in 
accordance with that religious 
belief. 

Robinson said that his intent 
with the bill is to protect 
businesses that don't want 
to serve same-sea weddings, 
LGBT pride festivals, or nther 
LGBT events. This was mostly 
in reference to local bakeries, 
flower shops, and photo studios 
who would not want to be 
associated with that. “All of 
these business owners want to 
treat everyone with full human 
dignity and respect," said 
Robinson at the bill's committee 
hearing last month. “But their 
consciences and religious beliefs 
prevent them from using their 
skills to promote a celebration 
that runs counter to what the 
Bible leaches about marriage. 
Shouldn’t their rights to 


freedom of speech and freedom 
of religion be respected?" 

The Human Rights Campaign 
has described Bill ISO as an 
“outrageous bill that could allow 
individuals and businesses in die 
state to pick and choose which 
laws they follow in order to be 
able to discriminate against the 
LGBT community."Those who 
opfLOse SB ISO fear that it will 
lead to discrimination of LGBT 
people, and even open the door 
for discrimination against others 
who do not live in accordance 
with “religious beliefs”: single 
mothers, interracial couples, and 
divorced or remarried couples. 

Many people hear about 
this situation in Kentucky and 
instantly attack die Republican 
Senate for being hateful and 
intolerant Senator Reginald 
Thomas is quoted as saying, T 
hope this senate would not pass 
a bill that promotes liaired and 
bigo try." 

Others will refer to instances 
where LGBT couples sued 
businesses for not wanting to 
participate in dieir marriage 
ceremonies due to religious 
beliefs, and that it is the right 
of the business owners to stand 
up tor their beliefs. Robinson 
originally sponsored the bill 
because "the homosexual 
community makes it an issue.” 
Mavbe this is more of an issue 

T 

of “you do your thing. I'll do 
mine." Maybe business owners 
don't care what LGBT people 
do as long as they 1 're not a part 
of it. Isn't that the mentality 
many of us have with diis issue? 
What are they supposed to do 
when they are suddenly forced 
into the activities of die LGBT 
community? They sltould have 
rights to not participate, but it 


should lie done in a way that 
doesn't trample on the rights of 
others., 

On Wednesday, March 

23, North Carolina followed 
Kentucky’s suite and signed 
into law a bill blocking anti- 
discrimination rules drat would 
protect gay and transgender 

people. This law came only a 
month after the city of Charlotte 
passed a law to protect LGBT 
people from discrimination. 

Tie state’s General Assembly 
met at a special session—the 
first in 35 years—to create a 
law that would taku away that 
protection. This particular bill 
establishes protection for race, 
religion, color, national origin 
and biological sex, but pointedly 
excludes sexual orientation or 
gender identity. 

Obviously the main 
reason why people are so 
upset with these bills is 
due to LGBT people being 
refused their rights. We can 
liken this to the any racial 
discrimination laws. The 
difference here is that such 
discrimination is founded 
on “sincere religious belief" 


rather than mere illogical 
hate. 

The problem, of course, is 
that businesses can pick and 
choose whom they will serve 
without laws prohibiting such 
discrimination. And now that 
we are limiting rights,how far 
will we go? “My religion does 
nor agree with homosexuality, 
so I can refuse to serve a 
lovely LGBT couple." “My 
religion does not agree with 
divorce, so I can refuse to 
serve a divorced lady who just 
left her abusive husband and 
is fighting for custody over 
her children." “My religion 
does not agree with interracial 
couples, so 1 can refuse to 
serve them and their darling 
little children who have no 
idea why they're being treated 
this way." 

Sure, it’s a dark rabbit hole, 
but it's not unrealistic— 
especially now that other 
states are picking up oil the 
trend.In a world that can, and 
will, justify any decision with 
religion, it’s scary to think 
about what will happen next. 
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-COLUMNS- 

Women and Trump: Blunt or Inconsiderate? 


Chelsea Monroe 

Staff Writer 

Don 3 3d Trump is known 
for having no filter when 
speaking to the media on any 
platform. 

He says exactly what 
lie wants, when lie wants, 
regardless of who it will 
offend. Oddly enough* some 
people really like that quality 
in him because they believe it 
means you can count oil him 
to be honest and upfront. 
However* many of the words 
flying out of his mouth or 
being typed out on Twitter, 
aren't blunt facts* but rather, 
bigoted and, sometimes, 
sexist statements. 

By now, most have seen the 
way Trump h as t reat e d M egy n 
Kelly ever since his first 
Republican Debate in August 
2015. Kelly wanted to address 
his previous comments to 
women, as he had referred to 
them as "'fat pigs, dogs* slobs 
and disgusting animals." 
Immediately following the 
debate he turned his fingers 
to Twitter to say he did 
not like the Fox trio, and 
especially Kelly Lit the debate. 


In his post he directly tagged 
Kelly and said she was not 
verv good and unprofessional. 

These initial comments 
were not enough to turn, 
off women completely from 
Tr u m p’s cam paign .Some how. 
he received some adoration 
from those who also had a 
distaste for Rosie OT>onftel, 
the woman Trump claims 
to have been directing his 
negative adjectives towards. 
However* the hate and 
disrespect towards women 
does not end t lie re. Trump 
has been quoted saying 
women won't have success 
without good looks* shamed 
or mocked them for things 
like breast feed ing or periods 
and blatantly called women 
ugly just for offending him. 

Many people read these 
comments or heard these 
stories on the news and 
instantly marked him off 
their personal lists for 
potential candidates. Others 
disregarded them and 
continued to show support. 

It is evident that Donald 


Trump has 

little to 

no 

respect for 

women* 

yet 

some women 

still line 

□ p 


at the polls With signs and 
flags in hand in support 
of The Donald. There is 
a natural assumption that 
they know about this issue. 
After all, they read the same 
news stories, hear the same 
comments, regardless of who 
they are voting for. There is 
an evident gender gap in Isis 
polls with only 36 percent 
favor ability in Republican 
women, according to 
Politico, but it seems to be 
that they disregard these 
facts when favoring him 
as their ideal president. It 
is baffling that any self- 
respecting women s perfectly 
educated in Trump’s actions 
could stand in support of a 
man that believes women in 
the media wouldn’t even have 
jobs if they weren't deemed 
as “pretty. 1 * 

In Trump’s own words, he 
has created the impression 
that women are incapable of 
succeeding nr even carrying 
real jobs unless they fall 
under his definition of 
attractiveness. Countless 
scenarios fall under this 
category including shaming 
previous 201 6 candidate Carly 


Fiorina by saying that no one 
would vote for a women with 
a face like hers. In addition 
to women only truly being 
able to reach potential if they 
are attractive, he notes that 
our other main asset is our 
ability to be used as sexual 
partners. He went to Twitter 
to acknowledge the sexual 
misconduct statistics in the 
military* bur follows those 
numbers up with “what else 
do you expect when you put 
men and women together- 1 '' 

Who cares if we have 
negative comments about 
Donald Trump, though? He 
sure doesn't. Or at least he 
didn't back in 1991 when he 
told Esquire that it doesn’t 
matter what the media 
writes, as long as you have 
a “young and beautiful piece 
of ass." This comment. Like 
many that he has made, are 
disgusting at best. 

The media has alreadv 

■r 

taken notice of the pressing 
social issue of ■“body- 
shaming" and lias recognized 
the need to instill confidence 
in young girls to establish a 
healthy mindset in regards 
to outer-beauty. Brands Like 


American Eagle and Dove 
have launched campaigns 
encouraging and praising the 
skin and body you have been 
given. As a culture, we have 
come together to address 
this issue and many have 
made strides to reconcile 
something that the media has 
been acLUsed of creating. So 
why would we want the leader 
of our country to undo the 
progress made oil reinstating 
positive self-imagery in 
women everywhere? 

Regardless of political 


affiliation* nearly everyone 
can agree that no teen girl 
should starve herself to 
become someone else’s idea 
ol 'beautiful. In addition, 
most would hopefully agree 
that women are more than 
a man's accessory. Yet, there 
are people voting for a man 
who will call even the most 
beautiful women “hideous 7 ’ 
based on bis personal 
definition of the matter. As a 
woman in this country, 1 fear 
the thought that a man with 
such little respect for my 
gender could lead over this 
country. 


HB2: House Bill 2 or Hate Bill 2? 


Rachel Moore 

Staff Writer 

In the state of North 
Carolina,the Public Facilities 
Privacy and Security Act lias 
been passed which states 
that multiple-occupancy 
bathrooms and changing 
facilities be designated for 
use only by the “biological 
sex" stated on a person’s 
birth certificate. This lias 
caused outrage among the 
LGBT community causing 
people to say it discriminates 
against transgender and gay 
residents. 

The bill was passed after 
Charlotte, Nurth Carolina, 
had already passed an 
ordinance for anti- 
discrimination laws, which 
granted gay and transgender 
penple protection in places 
of public accommodation. 
That ordinance was 
supposed to go into effect 
April 1, but it did not. 
Now house bill two has 
passed, which not only 
repeals the Charlotte 
ordinance* it creates ao 
inability to expand public 
acco m mod a t i on protections 
based on sexual orientation 
or gender identity. 

Supporters ofHB2 say it 
keeps girls safe io public 
restrooms. There are 18 
other states which have 
the protections for gay and 
transgender people. So the 
argument regarding safety 
is off-base. Transgender 
people have typically been 


working their entire life 
to be seen as the sex they 
identify with, they have 
gone t tiro ugh a process 
that involves a lot of legal 
documents and a tough 
time in school for those 
starting at a young age. 
With all of tli at work 
put in* they aren't going 
through the process for 
years at a time just to go 
into a bathroom and grab 
someone. They’re going to 
a public restroom because 
they, like everyone else 
on the planet* have bodily 
functions that need to be 
taken care of. 

A secondary argument 
that may seem a bit 
obvious... what fully grown 
man is actually going to be 
able to pass for a woman? 
Also, not many parents 
let their children go to 
the bathroom unattended. 
There are just as many 
dangers to beiog in a public 
restroom with people born 
of the same sex as there are 
for people who identify as 
tl>e same sex. 

The law passed says that 
the sex listed on the birth 
certificate mitigates which 
bathroom will be used so 
1 have to ask: who carries 
their birth certificate 
around in their pocket? No 
one. While on the topic* 
supporters should consider 
that if a woman is born 
and decides at a young 
age that she identifies 
as a man, she will then 
go through the process 


to allow the world to see 
her the way she does. He 
becomes the man he has 
always seen in the mirror, 
but in the legal struggle 
that is the American 
judicial system, he cannot 
get his birth certificate 
changed. Now he is at the 
age of 25 and stands at 
6’2 M with a full heard and 
muscles; however, because 
his birth certificate still 
reflects female he gets 
to w-alk into a women's 
restroom and everyone, 
himself included, gets to 
feel awkward. 

It's also important to 
note that some states 
(Tennessee, for instance) 
do not allow transgender 
residents to change their 
birth certificate, at all 
under any circumstances. 
According to transequality, 
org though. North Carolina 
does allow those who have 
completed the full sex- 
change procedure and 
have signed forms from 
physicians, to change their 
birth certificate. 

Th is legislation offends mane, 
when it’s observed closely it’s 
blatant discrimination acid 
it lias caused a decrease in 
revenue for North Carolina 
that is very obvious. If North 
Carolina does not repeal 
their decision, what message 
will be given to other states? 
Does the bathroom bill bait 
good intentions or is it liate- 
centered? Are we really in 
2016 it people still cannot pee 
in peace? 



7 a.m.-noon 
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140 Fonville St., Martin 
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Tennessee lawmakers are considering a “bathroom 
bill” simitar to the one passed by North Carolina in 
March, j Photo Credit/Wikimedia Commons 


Country artists 
condemn LGBT laws; 
labels remain silent 


Associated Press 


Several country musk mists 

and songwriters have condemned 
proposed kws that critics say 
discriminate against LGBT 
people,, but anyone kxtking for 
reaction from line record libels 
and production companies, on 
Nashville's Music Row lias heard 
only die sound of silence. 

New laws in North Carolina 


and Mississippi have drawn die are 
of businesses and celebrities alike. 


with Bruce Springsteen and Bryan 
Adams canceling shows in those 
states. Legislation dealing with 
cite treatment of gays, lesbians, 
bisexuals and rransgender people 
was vetoed by Georgias governor, 
but bills are still being considered 


in Tennessee and South Carolina. 

Numerous artists with ties to 
Nashville have denounced die 
proposals here, which would ban 
transgeoder people from using 
restrooms tltat don’t conform 


to tbeir sex at birth and would 


allow counselors to refuse services 
to LGBT people on religious 
grounds. Among them: Emmylou 
Harris, Billy Ray Cyrus and his 
pop star daugltter Miley Cyrus, 
and actor Chris Carmack of 
ABC's “Nashville.’’ 

Gretchen Peters, a siriger 
songwriter who lias written 
hits like Martina McBride’s 
“Independence Day," said die bills 
being considered in Tennessee 
are deeply personal to Iter as 
the mother of a 31-year-old 
transgeoder man. 

“The people who are at risk am 
people like my non who would 
really be called out publicly, and 
anyone who is a irans person 
knows that can escalate into a 
really dangerous situation," she 
said. “I live in fear of that as a 
mother." 


Sarah Kate Ellis, president and 
CEO of GLAAD, one of die 
LGBT organizations pressuring 


die country musie industry,said the 
support of die artists is important. 
But she said the industry’s top 
companies need to speak out 

“It s not a game they have been 
in before, but it’s going to tiare a 
big impact on their city so I think 
they am right now educating 
themselves on what the topics are 
and what the issues are," Ellis said. 

Numerous record Labels — 
Universal Music Group Nashville. 
Warner Music Nashville, Sony 
Music Nashville, Curb Records 
or Big Machine Label Group — 
would not comment on the issue 
when asked by "Hie Associated 
Press. Their silence underscores a 
divide between die creative class of 
artists wlio can use dieir platform 
to speak out and an industry dial 
must be careful about taking a 
position. 

Country Music Television 
and its parent company Viacom 
released a statement last week 
that said the bathroom bill was 
“inconsistent with our values A And 
die Country Music Association, 
whkh promotes country music 
around the world and sponsors the 
annual CMA Awards and CMA 
Festival, also weighed in. 

“CMA is not a lobbying 
organization, but we are working 
closely with the City of Nashville 
to oiler all of our visitors and 
residents an in elusive envimnment 
where they feel welcome," Sarah 
Trahem, CIV LAs diief executive 
officer, said to a statemei it. 

Peters, who has been vocal about 
her support of transgeoder rights, 
said she understands why many in 
country music are hesitant to get 
involved. 

“I understand why people say. 
'I will alienate some of my Ian 
base," Peters said. “Yeah. I leave 
lost some fans, but i liave gained 
about 10 times as many. Tie re are 
people who are just so happy to see 
someone lie vocal about thisA 


‘Panama Papers’ reveal fraudulent financial 
behavior by government officials worldwide 


Rachel Moore_ 

Staff Writer 

On Sunday April 3, die 
largest documentation leak in 
history left governments around 
the world looking tor answers. 

A set of confidential papers 
held by Panamanian law firm 
Mossack Fonseca totaling 
2.6 terabytes of information, 
commonly referred to as 
the “Panama Papers," w-as 
anonymously revealed to 
the German newspaper 
Suddeutsche Zeitung (S Z). 
SZ then shared them with the 
International Consortium nf 
Investigative Journalists (ICIJ), 
an organization which consists 
of roughly 400 journalists from 
across the globe. The ICIJ are 
working to interpret and report 
[ lie findings of these documents. 

The first question to be 
answered: What are the Panama 
Papers? 

Tiese papers reveal ways the 
rich can and have been involved 
in tax evasion and other forms 
of corrupt ion. Mossack Fonseca 
reportedly specializes in helping 
people set up shell companies to 
protect their financial assets. 

Tie next question for many: 
What is a shell company? 

According to USA Today, the 
term “shell company" is referred 
to an organization that is “used 
as a vehicle for various financial 
transactions without having 
significant assets or operations. 


It is important to nute that 
shell companies, as an entity, 
are not technically illegal. Tiese 
offshore companies art created 
and often used for legal reasons 
such as assisting in currency 
reHtricrions, estate plaimilLg, and 
more. Unfortunately; many shell 
companies turn into tax liave ns, 
and are used for fraudulent 
purposes. 

Tax havens are countries, or 
even states, where taxes are 
levied at a low rate, meaning 
the amount of money needed 
to “break even" is low. Tiese 
types of places are common 
throughout die world, with 
some sources even declaring 
Delaware and Wyoming tax 
liave ns. 

Perhaps the main issue is 
how high up the chain of 
command the papers seem to 
lead. Tie Panama Papers are 
revealing information that 
shows numerous public officials 
as participants in fraudulent 
activities. Tiese public officials 
include Vladimir Putin, tile 
president of Russia; Nawaz 
Sharif, the prime minister 
of Pakistan; Xi Jinping, the 
president of China; Pfetro 
Pbroshenko, the president 
of Ukraine; and Sigmundur 
David Guimlaugsson, former 
prime minister o[ Iceland, who 
resigned from the post shortly 
after die documents were made 
public, among others. 

Mossack Fonseca claims no 


wrongdoing in the leak, and 
defends its compliance with 
anti-money laundering laws. 

All nf this begs two questions: 
H ow do we fix it, and where does 
America fall into the picture? 

The first question is invalid, 
because there isn't a situation 
to be fixed. Tie entirety of 
the Panama Papers situation 
is a security leak, a breach of 
secrecy. The selling point for tax 
havens, according to CNN, is 
the secrecy. Because the Panaota 
Papers have become the central 
focus of the news media right 
now, that secrecy lias been 
blown. However, radier than 
ending tax havens, experts say 
that the breach will more than 
likely simply give committers of 
fraud more loopholes to exploit. 

As for the second question, 
the Panama Papers have yet 
to reveal a direct tie to the 
United States; however,because 
there are shell corporations 
in America, Congress may 
consider passing legislature 
to make shell corporation 
ownership information more 
accessible. Tiere are other 
straightforward solutions to 
try to encourage honesty in the 
nation's shell corporations, and 
in light of the Panama Papers 
incident, the United States mat 
attempt to move forward with 
such solutions. 

Be sure to foliorr The Pacer 
online for further updates on the 
Panama Papers. 


Court initiative to help clean up criminal records 


Associated Press 


Tennessee courts’ will make it 
easier for people who have been 
arrested but never convicted of 
a crime to liave tbeir criminal 
records wiped clean. 

A bipartisan group of 
legislators, judges and criminal 
justice officials gathered recently 
to announce a statewide court 
initiative in which judges will 


ask eligible people if they want 
their records expunged. 

A bipartisan bill introduced 
this year would have required 
judges to automatically ask those 
eligible if they would like their 
records wiped clean. However, 
the Administrative Office of the 
Courts agreed to help solve the 
problem by making the issue 
part of the Access to Justice 
campaign, which helps poor and 


needy people navigate their way 
through tfie justice system. 

Tennessee law already allows 
people to get their criminal 
records wiped clean for free if 
their charges are dismissed or 
when they are found not guilty, 
but judges aren’t currently 
required to tell people they can 
do diat. Tie new initiative will 
let people know they have that 
option. 
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News 



Statewide News Briefs 


Associated Press 

Tennessee officials revamp structure 
of remedial, support college classes 

Suite officials have restructured how remedial courses at Tennessee 
colleges operate. 

Tie Chattmooga Times Free-Press reports tliai die Tennessee 
Board of Regents lias changed how students take remedial classes in 
math and writing at community colleges and universities. 

The new program has allowed freshmen deemed unprepared for 
college-level work to take for-eredit courses while enrolling in learning 
support classes. Tie new system replaced earlier rules dial required 
students to pass a remedial course before taking college-level courses. 

The board of regents said that after the new program was installed 
in the fall, 51 percent of students across the state passed math, and tire 
pass rates for students in writing neatly doubled. 

“The success of iliis first year lias exceeded our expectations,” said 
Tristan Denlev, vice chancellor of academics at the Tennessee Board 
of Regents. 

Brittney Davidson, writing center director at Cliattanooga State 
Community College, said college students have since become more 
motivated knowing tliey can earn college credit. 

“We raised die bar for our students, and because we raised the 
equeetations, they were able to rise and meet them,” she said. 


Rodeo 

from Page 1 


Phi Kappa Phi honors new inductees 


Tamara Beard 

5 faff Writer 

On Tuesday, April 5, 2016, die 
UTM chapter of PM Kappa Phi 
inducted its newest members in 
the Boling University Center. 

PM Kappa PM is the most 
prestigious honor society on 
campus that recognizes academic 
excellence in all disciplines. In 
order to become a member, 
juniors must be in the top 7.5% 
of their class, seniors in the top 
10%, and graduate students 
who have completed one year of 
study, in the tup 117%. Alumni, 
faculty, and staff are also eligible 
to become members on the basis 
of academic records, professional 
achievements, and service to- 
higher education However, 
GPA is not die only criterion by 
which one becomes a member. 
Tie society also considers the 
character of potential inductees. 

“I e shows that drey liave a 
record oi outstanding academic 
achievement, but it also shows 
that they liave great character,” 
said Dr. David Cariihers, the 
president of L 1 FM’s Phi Kappa 
PM chapter. 

This year, about 63 people 
were inducted into Phi Kappa 
Plii. Most of them were juniors 
and seniors, with a handful uf 
graduate students, one alumnus. 


and four faculty. 

The induction began at 6:00 
pm. widi introductory remarks 
made by Can diets. Next, Dr. 
Stephanie Kolitsch and Dr. Lynn 
Alexander, two officers of the 
society, presented die history and 
symbolism of Plii Kappa Phi. Tie 
badge oft he society depicts aglolre 
with tire sun's rays emerging from 
behind ii.These rays represent the 
equal significance of die various 
colleges. Tie motto, “Philosophic 
Krateiio Photon”, means “Let the 
low of learning rule humanity.” 

Then, the ceremony of 
inducting id! of the new members 
began. Dr. Chris Hill, president¬ 
elect of die society, presented each 
inductee as tliey walked across the 
stage to receive their certificate 
and pin. Juniors were presented 
first, including Durotliy Boyle. 

“I homescliooled, and you necei 
really know hew hemeschooling 
is going, but she came to UTM, 
she showed up and showed out," 
said Ingrid Boyle, mother of 
inductee Dorodiy Boyle, “We are 
tremendously blessed.” 

The next group of students to 
be inducted were seniors. Spencer 
Atldns, a senior Philosophy and 
English double major, was one 
of die honored inductees of the 
evening. 

“1 feel very excited about this 
happening... My grandmother 
was in it and so it’s an honor to 


follow in her foot steps, 77 said 
Atkins. 

Graduate students, alumni, 
and frailty were d ie last group of 
individuals to be recognized at the 
induction. One faculty inductee 
was Dr. Charles Bradshaw, 
a professor in die English & 
Modem Foreign Languages 
department. 

T feel like it is a great honor 
and a great opportunity to rub 
shoulders with a lot of great 
people, 77 said Bradshaw. 

After the induction ceremony, 
a banquet catered by Sodexo took 
place in the University Center’s 
Ballroom. lenniler Hampton, a 
very successful alumna of UTM 
and Phi Kappa PM member, gave 
an inspiring presentation tided 
“From Those To Whom Much Is 
Given, Much Is Expected.” 

President Carithers is excited to 
see these new ioductees become 
successful as current members. He 
encourages students to recognize 
all of die benefits to which they 
now have access. 

"I am realty proud of the way 
our chapter promotes academic 
achievement and intellectual 
activities on campus through 
our Fall and Spring lectures. 
We are not just an induction, 
we also award scholarships and 
fellowships to students,” said 
Carithers. 


Yet, according to Thompson, 
this does not cause any kind 
of problems. Tie university’s 
Depart] went of Public Safety and 
the Martin Police Department 
work together to ensure the 
safety of both residents and 
visitors. Tie police deportments 
coordinate with one another to 
increase patrol around the city 
to minimize congestion as much 
as possible arid to always have 
someone directing traffic in kev 
areas. 

Not all of the traffic that the 
city sees is moving within the 
city;, some of it is headed out 
of city limits towards nearby 
places such as Union City and 
Paris. With many of Martin’s 
hotels and restaurants lull, there 
are several visitors who sleep 
and eat outside of Martin, but 
come back every evening for 
the entertainment only found 
at the UTM rodeo. Tiis has an 
impact oi l the regional economy 
as well. While the city of Martin 
has no data on this, they expect 
it to be only a slight, but still 
significant, increase compared 
to the economic impact that the 
rodeo has on Martin. 

“I do know that with our 
hotels being at capacity and 
restaurants being saturated. I’m 
sure dial there are some folks 
who stay in outlying areas that 
impact their region too,” said 
Thompson. “I chink it’s probably 
j ust a 1 it tie bit of ai l extra i a npact, 
and that's just my opinion." 

While the rodeo may only 
slightly benefit the region as 
a whole, it is one of the most 
impactful events of the year 
for Martin. Based on last year’s 
local option sales tax collection, 
April was the third highest 


month of collections. Tie first 
was December which can be 
contributed to Christmastime 
and the annual Santa's Village. 
Tie second month was 
September because of die 
Tennessee Soybean Festival. 
While there's no scientific way 
to determine if rodeo week is 
the third highest grossing event 
in Martin, it would he negliges li 
to say that it does not have a 
direct correlation to April's local 
option sales tax collection. 

“It would definitely be safe to 
say that rodeo week is within 
the top five events that bring in 
additional revenues to the City 
of Martin, and I would even 
venture to say it’s probably in 
the top 3," said Thompson. 

While this fact doesn't 
seem to surprise many people 
who have regularly attended 
this long-lasting program 
and saw just how many 
people were in the stands, the 
economic and organizational 
success of this event would 
not be possible without the 
constant communication and 
collaboration between the 
university and the nicy. 

“Chancellor Smith and Mayor 
Brundidge have a great working 
relationship, and having the ear 
of the Chancellor’s office has 
greatly improved our town and 
gown relations,"said Thompson. 
Tt's always a pleasure to include 
the university in anything that 
die city is doing and die city is 
always appreciative when die 
university includes die city in 
its eve] ns. We have a good thing 
going here in Martin and we are 
looking forward to more good 
things to come.” 


DOES YOUR BUSINESS IDEA STAND OUT? 

Collegiate Business 
Concept Pitch Contest 

Wednesday, April 27, 2016 

Legislative Chamber, Room 111, 6 PM 
Boiing University Center, UTM 




Open to all 
undergraduate and 
graduate students. 
Individuals are 
welcome to compete. 
Teams are 


Preview presentations 

reviewed by faculty and NTEC staff 
Wednesday, 4/13 
Brehm Hall, Room 258, 5 PM 

Please bring a one page executive 
summary or 50-word value 
proposition ot your business 
concept to the meeting. 


1st Place $1,500 
2nd Place $1,000 
3rd Place $500 
People's Choice Award $500 

Soybean Innovation 
Competition Award $750 

for a new product, technique 
or social idea using soybeans, 

The top 3 teams will be invited 
to compete in a state-wide 
competition for a cash prize 
up to $10,000. 
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UTM student prepares for study abroad with Fulbright Scolarship 


Krista Shaw 

Guesf Writer 


Last spring, Cody Jarman 
decided to apply to the 
Fulbright SdioLir Program. 
Last mom] i, he became the first 
UTM student to win. 

A model University' of 
Tennessee at Martin graduate, 
Jarman started the application 
process Iasi May and spent five 
months on the application. His 
goal: to study Irish literatim; at 
die University College Cork in 
Ireland lor a year. 

Tie Fulbright Student 
Program aims to better 
international relations by 
sending America's best and 
brightest tn study abroad. 
Irelands Fulbright committee 
offers nine positions. Of 
these, Jarman applied to one, 
a designated fund to study for 
UCC’s Master ot Arts in Irish 
Writing and Film. 

Five months of hard work 
paid off, but it couldn't have 
happened if Jarman hadn’t spent 
seven semesters working toward 
the graduate school goal. Last 
semester, all the hard work was 
put to r!ie tes t. 

Jarman offered some 
tips for making graduate 
school applications, so that 
students who are looking into 
postgraduate education have a 
clear path before them. First, an 
applicant needs to know what 
they’re getting themselves into. 

Tf you're applying to 
something you actually need to 
apply to it," said Jarman, "1 had 
to show how my goals aod my 
agenda worked along theirs.” 

Every Commission member 
knows what they car] do 
for the applicants. A strong 
application comes from 
showing what the applicant 
can do in order to further the 
wishes of the committee. Since 
the Fulbright looks for f,*eople 
who can serve as good academic 
representatives, Jarman says to 
include “intention to go out and 
be involved, to either volunteer 
or even just attend cultural 
events in the area.” 



Cody Jarman (center) poses with friends Mark Connell (left) and Dillon 
Davis (right) after the recent Vongaurd Theatre production of Shakespeare 
Abridged. | Pacer Photos/Charity Curry 


VANGUARD THEATRE - WALL OF FAME 


Next came the revision 
process. Jarman sought the 
help of English arid Modern 
Foreign Language professors 
Dr. Jeff Longacre, Dr. Daniel 
Pigg, Dr. Trisha Capansky 
and Dr. Lynn Alexander, the 
department's dean. Jarman also 
got the assistance of h is fiancee, 
Madilyn Peay, a Writing Center 
employee and fellow English 
major. 

Jarman said that the months- 
long process was mostly 
composed of a series of mail 
correspondence s. 

“It was just a process of sending 
it all out, getting comments, 
addressing them, working them 
in, sending it out again, getting 
new comments, addressing it 
and working it in," said Jarman. 
"You want to give it plenty of 
time because, with just a small 
amount of application for such 
a major award, you have to make 
sure every word is doing a lot of 
work. It takes a long time to craft 
and draft down until you've only 
got the meaningful sentences 
and nothing that's buying time 
and buying space.” 

With a one-page statement of 
purpose and a two-page grant 


proposal, applicants do not 
liave a lot of space to promote 
their accomplishment;,, and 
promote them they should. 
When competing with similarly 
qualified people, it is important 
to make your experiences stand 
out. 

Chances are, your competitors 
worked for their university's 
writing lab or something similar 
to the Discovery Park, as Jar man 
did, but that's not everything. 

“Part of [the application] is 
asking whether or not you have 



you reflect on yourself, can you 
see what mattered in your life?” 
said Jarman. It's foe difference 
between saying you were a tutor 
for foreign exchange students 
and saying you learned how to 
interact with ocher cultures or 


that you learned new ways to 
approach your discipline. “It's 
not a place to be modest. ...The 
real key point to the whole thing 
is showing a strong amount of 
introspection and personal 
criticism.” 


The Fulbright application 
sweet spot seems to be found 
oil the Sine between being proud 
of your accomplishments arid 


boastfulness. It’s a line Jarman 
walks well. 

As a first generation college 
student, Jarman came to UTM 
planning to make foe most of 
his undergraduate experience, 

“1 came here thinking I had 
to work to get what 1 wanted, 
that I was lucky to be here,” said 
Jarman. 

Trie attitude served Jarman 
well. He graduated Summa 
Cum Laude in December 2015 
with two degrees: a Bachelor of 
Arts in English and a Bachelor 
of Fine Arts in Theatre. 

On choosing UTM, Jarman 
was drawn to the atmospheres 
of the Eoglish and Theatre 
departments. 

“They were ... very helpful, 
supportive, welcoming and 
more than willing to issue a 
challenge," he said regarding 
the department’s faculty, 
particularly his advisor, Dr. 
Longacre. “If you take up the 
challenge, they’re there to help 
you and carry you along.” 

When asked about advising 
someone through the Fulbright 
application. Dr. Longacre said 
that most commissions look 
for “somebody who can convey 


a clarity of thought through 
a great deal of specificity.” Be 
sure to trim applications until 
you have exactly what you need, 
nothing more, nothing less. 
It’s obvious to someone who 
evaluates writing for a living 
when foe applicants know what 
they are talking about. 

I n addition, Dr. Hgg, a member 
of UTM s Fulbright committee 
aod another recipient of the 
award, says that applicants “need 
to be independent, willing to 
tolerate a good deal of diversity, 
and have experience with travel 
abroad.” 

For Jarman, two defining 
experiences cemented his desire 
to study Irish literature.Tie first 
came from a high school friend 
who loaned Jarman a copy of 
Ulys se s by j ai lies Joyce, an au foot 
Jarman plans to study during 
graduate school. Tie second 
experience originated in Dr. 
Longacre’s Irish Modernisms 
travel study class. 

In returning to Ireland Jarman 
looks forward to visiting local, 
natural landmarks and enrolling 
in Gaelic language classes. Since 
the Master’s thesis is mostly 
self-paced, with a deadline in 
September, lie’s looking forward 
to wandering around Dublin 
and visiting oilier Irish dties 
like Galway or other countries 
such as England and Scotland. 

While Jarman isn't the first 
UTM alumnus to travel abroad 
for study, he's foe first to do so 
with a Fulbright. 

“We've had plenty of students 
on this campus in the past 
capable of winning one," said 
Jarman. T was simply the 
student who applied for the 
right one at the riglit time and 
actually did foe application.” 

After completing his M.A. in 
Ireland, Jarman plans to return 
to pursue a PhD in English 
from the University of Texas 
at Austin. As for a career, he’d 
be happy teaching at a small 
university not unlike Martin. 

Perhaps there, Jarman will 
take on the advisor roll for 
another Fulbright hopeful. 


Sigma Alpha celebrates ten years of agricultural education 


Shelby Simmons 

Guesf Writer 

Ten years ago osi foe UTM 
campus, a change took place in 
foe Greek community. 

On Saturday, April 15, 2006, 
the Sigma Alpha Professional 
Agriculture Sorority, Beta Tieta 
Chapter was founded. 

One of 60 chartered chapters 
across the nation, the Beta 
Tieta chapter was founded 
by a group of women with an 
interest and love for agriculture. 
With that came a yearning 
for more than what foe Greek 
community had to offer. At the 
time, there was no professional 
sorority available on the campus 
to cater foe needs of these 
women. Pamela Bartholomew 
currently serves as an agriculture 


instructor and FFA advisor for 
Springfield High School in 
Springfield, Tennessee. She 
owns the distinction oi serving 
as the first president of the Beta 
Tieta chapter. Bartholomew is 
also respoosible for beginning 
the process of chartering the 
Sigma Alpha chapter on the 
UTM campus. 

Bartholomew saw foe 
“ Leadership skills and irerworking 
opportunities” tliat the Alpha 
Gamma Rho Fraternity offered 
to its members, and she wanted 
to see the same opportunity 
available for UTM students. As 
interest grew in the sorority, it 
expanded from a small Alpha 
class of 12, to a chapter tliat 
now has 48 members and is still 
growing every semester. 

There are leadership 
opportunities within the sorority 


so a member can develop 
her leadership skills. These 
opportunities include: officer 
positions, leadership semioars, 
and a leadership convention that 
is offered yearly to further those 
skills. The professional aspect 
of this sorority helps to prepare 
collegiate students to enter foe 
work force upon graduating 
college. 

“Being part of a sorority chat 
builds strong and intelligent 
women focused on agriculture 
speaks volumes when applying 
tor a job in the agriculture 
industry,” said Bartholomew. 

Tanna Norman of Santa 
Fe, Tennessee is a junior 


communications major with a 
sequence in broadcasting and a 
minor in Agriculture. Norman 
serves as the current president 
of UTM's Sigma Alpha chapter. 


“Ten years of Sigma Alpha 
means ten years of"sisterhood," 
said Norman. "We have grows i, 
learoed, loved and lost, but if it 
wasn't for that, we wouldn’t be 
the sorority we arc today." 

Giving back, to die community 
is an important part of what 
Sigma Alpha represents. 
Tic women of Sigma Alpha 
and AGR give back to the 
community by supporting 
Agriculture in the Classroom. 
Tiis program's goal is to help 
pre-k through 12th grade 
students and teachers improve 
agricultural literacy, awareness 
and knowledge. Members of the 
sorority teach lessons oo food 
production because they feel it 
is important for youth to know 
where their food comes from. 

“We are a group of ladies 
who strive to make the world 


a better place and to teach the 
world about agriculture and the 
importance of it," said Norman. 
"Tic future is bright. We are 
looking for ways to expand 
our service to the community 
while accomplishing our goal 
of building tomorrow’s leaders. 
Most of all, we want to lie 
known as servant leaders.” 

Students and visitors to UTM 
are sure to see the impact that 
this group of dedicated leaders 
have left in their wake. Tie 
Sigma Alpha chapter is working 
hard tomakean impact on UTM 
and die Martin community as a 
whole. The members of Sigma 
Alpha look back on the past ten 
years with a great deal nl" pride 
and look forward to seeing the 
chapter grow even strooger over 
the next ten years. 
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Arts & Entertainment 

Skyhawks wow with annual art show 



Laura Ciossetf_ 

Assifanf News Editor 

On Tutsdny, April 12, the 
best of ibe bear artists from 
every department at UTM 
got to present their work 
at the VTA Student Art 
Exhibition.. 

The event was free to 
enter;, all that was required of 
applicants was a name for the 
piece as id a signature. 

The show was open to 
all majors, but was highly 
selective with artwork 
accepted. Only a fourth of 
artworks submitted were 
accepted into the show. A 
cast of jurors from the art 
department screened the 
artwork submitted. 

The works were divided 
into categories, with first, 
second and third places 
awarded in each category. 

Students from several 
majors were featured in 
the show. Interdisciplinary 
Studies major Kyrston Staton 
was accepted on a piece she 
made in her first college 


art class. Her work was a 
pointillism piece on a bird 
with acrylics. 

Art majors were largely 
represented at the show. 
Zachary Robinson, a Graphic 
Design major, also made 
the show with his piece 
“The Raven Queen.” “L am 
so happy that 1 got in!" he 
gushed as he waited for the 
duors to the gallery to open. 

Miranda Rutan took first 
in Ceramics with her piece, 
“Converging Waves,” with 
Victoria Falcon’s “Animalia 
- Mollusc a - Eivalvia IT 
in second, arid Beth White 
took home third place with 
“Onesimus: Rough Around 
the Edges. 11 

First place in Drawing 
went to Kaitlyn Frandsen 
for her colored pencil work 
“ D azed and Confused.” Libby 
Taylor took second with her 
charcoal drawing, “Tea Leaf,” 
and third was an ink drawing 
by Ethan W. Ellison, titled 
“The Worst is Yet to Come.” 
Me Kayla Cunningham 

received Honorable Mention 


in the Drawing category for 
her graphite pencil piece, 
“Thoughts?” 

Rachel Melton won in 
Painting - Mixed Media for 
“Caffeinaied Neutrality.” 
The watereolored “Untitled 
T by Annike Franz took 
second, and Teddy Vincent 
was awarded third place for 
an acrylic painting, "Curious 
Giraffe.” Joey DeSantis got 


the “Juror’s Humor Award” 
for his self-portait “joey 
Lisa.” 

Sculpture - Fibers sent 
Chara Brown home with 
first place for the Raku Fired 
Stoneware piece, “Down 
the Rabbit Hole.” Mivuki 
Nakashima’s “Scarf for 
Wendy” got second, and “Ole 
Voyager'"by Summer Bradley- 
got third. Two honorable 


mentions in this category 
were Libby Taylor’s “Bala,” 
constructed of paper, wood 
chips and glue, and Lydia 
Mudd’s “Reed Basket.” 

First place in Book Arts - 
Print making was taken by 
Alex Crosser and his relief 
prim “Let Freedom Ring,” 
and second went to Becca 
Toungeue’s “Cactos." 

“Happy Little Indian Mail” 
by Tanya Chopra earned 
the win for Photography - 
Graphic Design, while second 
place was taken by Lollie 
Adams, for “Feedlot Steer.” 
Caitlynn Dowland placed 
third with her photograph 
titled “Mr. Jerry’s Farm.” 
Rachel Melton received an 
Honorable Mention with 
“Machine of Anger, Oiled 
with Blood.” 

Best of Show was awarded 
to Breanna Holt for her 
charcoal piece, “A Mother’s 
Work is Never Done.” 

The VTA Student Art 
Exhibition is an annual show 
that is open to Ehe public. 



Phclo Credit/ Carianno Morns 


Kevin James will star 
as Joey Williams in 44 


Chelsea Monroe 

Staff Writer 

Kevin James lias been cast in 
AJcon Entertainment's newest 
film, 44 , as Joey Williams, a 
Lambuth University football 
player who went back to school 
to play college football with his 
son. 

Although James is most 
Famously known lor his comedy 
films, this film is said to feel 
reminiscent of Facing the Giantt 
in the way that it is a feed-good 
and inspirational football film. 

Alcon Entertainment, who 
made Fating the Giant found 
die story after an NPR story 
was released: “A Lineman at 
44.” Lisa Kors, one of the co- 
produers for this film, bought 
die story rights shortly after the 
NPR release. 

Williams was anontraditional 
student at Lambuth in 2003 who 
went back to college in his 40s to 
stride business administration. 
At die time, Williams’ son, Kyle 
Williams, also was studying at 
Lambuth. Joei Williams never 
bad the intention of ruining 
liis son’s year at school, nor did 
he want to steal the spotlight. 


Williams simply wanted to 
follow a dream that had been 
haunting him since high school. 

“1 received an injury in high 
school that kept me from 
finishing my high school 
football career,” Williams 
said. “1 had a scholarship to a 
university diere in Tennessee, 
bu t turned it down because I was 
afraid I would have a problem 
walking in the future if I ever 
had another knee injury When 
my son got to playing football, 
he ended up going to the same 
junior high and high school that 
I played at. Tire memories just 
started to kill me. 1 decided to 
see if I could get myself back in 
shape to play again. 1 asked Iris 
permission to do it.” 

Since completing his year as 
a college linebacker, Williams 
has traveled as a motivational 
speaker. He encourages everyone 
to chase after their dreams, even 
if they seem impossible. 

Lambuth is located in 
Jackson, Tennessee, roughly 
an hour away from UTM. 
Lamb utli was closed in June 
2011, but reopened in August 
2011 as University of Memphis 
Lambuth. 


Improv Alliance performs 


Kristina Shaw 

A&E Asifsf ant Editor 


In one of their fledgling 
performances as a group, 
members of UT Martin’s 
Improv Alliance put oil a 
comedy show Wednesday 
afternoon in the Fine Arts 
Building Little Theater. 

Students Jonathan Patel, a 
junior Secondary Education 
major; Eli McCaig, a 
junior Communications 


major; Lauren Maddox, a 
sophomore English major; 
Parker Brasher, a junior 
English major; and Dillon 
Davis, a senior Fine and 
Performing Arts major 
performed in an improv act 
based on the popular show 
“Whose Line is it Anyway?”, 
moderated by Kevin Shell, 
assistant professor of Visual 
and Theatre Arts. 


Participants played 

audience interactive 

improv games like Murder 
Endowment, in which York 
acted as a murderer being 
interrogated by McCaig and 
Brasher who had to guess 
the Clue game circumstances 
of his murder based on 
pre-determined audience 
participation. Other games 
included the ABC game, 
played by Lennox and 
Davis, who carried out a 
conversation in alphabetical 
order to the topic of Star 
Wars. 

“It allows anybody who’s 
involved with iE to tap into 


not only their creativity but 
everything they’ve ever been 
exposed to,” said SireII about 
improve acting. 

The club began in the 
fall of 2015 when Davis 
approached Shell about its 
ere at Loo. 

“I’ve always been into 
improv and just comedy 
in general. Comedy is my 
lifeblood,” said Davis. 

I study it and 
I take comedy 
very seriously... 
improv has 
always been very 
interesting to me 
because I like 
how spontaneous 
it is. 

Shell, who worked with 
and taught an improv group 
during graduate school at 
the University of Florida, 
agreed. 

“Because it's something 
that’s one of my fortes in 
my work throughout my life, 
I was excited to do it too,” 
said Shell. 

Davis recruited the help 
of several members, who 
formed the founding group, 
including Patel, who handles 
many logistical aspects of 
running tire troupe. 

The club is sponsored by 
the National Theatre Honor 


Society, Alpha Psi Omega 
and they have rehearsals 
every Friday to practice 
technique and learn their 2G 
games. 

“It's helped me open up a bit 
and even throughout nay life 
I was a little more reserved,” 
said McCaig. “1 really didn’t 
keep my friends close to me 
but because of improve, that 
was a place where I could 
just let loose.. It’s helped me 
to he more extroverted and 
it’s even helped me improve 
my acting.” 

Their first performance 
was Dec. 4 and they have 
since held try-outs to grow 
their group to approximately 
15-20 people to stage a 
weekly show. Try-outs are 
open to the community and 
the group currently includes 
West view High School 
student, Jarrod Patel, brother 
of Jonathan. 

“1 sit in one of those chairs 
up there and I watch the 
people that I’ve helped teach 
and the people that I get 
to act with onstage actively 
applying lessons that we 
spent hours going over 
and getting better at it and 
becoming more and more 
clever,”said Davis. 

In the future, Shell hopes 
to form a class to in turn 
feed into the activity. 

The troupe has two shows 
remaining the semester 
on Aprif 25th at 7 p.m. 
and S p.m. io the Watkins 
Auditorium to benefit APO. 


Apartment for Rent 

3BR, 2BA r all appliances included plus W/D and dishwasher. CH&A, all new carpet 
Call 731-514-0731 for more information. 
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Sports 

Skyhawk baseball rides big fourth 
inning in 10-3 victory over Union 


Sports Information 


The University of Tennessee 
at Martin baseball team banged 
out 1” hits and collected 11 
strikeouts in a 10-3 triumph 
over in-state Divisiori-II 
opponent Union Tuesday 
evening at Skyhawk Field. 

A total of 10 different 
Sky hawks hit safely, led by Nick 
Pribble r s 4-for-4 effort that 
included three doubles. Nick 
Gavella had three hits while 
Tanner Weeding and Sadler 
Goodwin each drove in three 
runs apiece for UT Martin, who 
improved to 9-24 on the season. 

Chris Roe pitched well in his 
(irst career start, allowing one 
run on three hits while striking 
out five batters in four-plus 
innings. Ale* Evans (2-5) was 
credited with the victory after 
allowing only one hit in two 
frames. Tie Skyhawk uio of 
Shane Seckinger, Alan Rickman 
and Matt McKinstry capped off 
die game with three shutout 
innings of relief 

Roe w‘as sharp from the start, 
retiring the side in order in the 
top of the fi rst. He die n stranded 
two baser urine rs in the second 
inning, allowing UT Martin to 


take its first lead of die game in 
the bottom half of the frame. 

Daniel Kerwin lined a double 
to die wall in right center to 
begin the bottom of die second. 
Gavello followed with a single 
up lire middle before Goodwin 
lined an RBI single to left to 
make the score TO in favor of 
the Sky hawks. 

Roe then dialed up a pair of 
strikeouts in Lhe top of the third 
but Union tied the game with 
a leadoff solo home run in the 
fourth. UT Martin reclaimed 
the lead by sending 11 batters to 
the plate in a five-run bottom of 
the fourth inning. 

After Gavello was hit by a 
pitch to lead off the frame, 
Collin Edwards singled into 
left field. Four pitches later, 
Wessling lifted a towering 
homer down the left field line 
for his third round tripper of the 
season. Josh Hauser then drew 
a four-pitch walk and advanced 
to second on a Fribble single. 
Austin Taylor and Matt Hirsch 
followed with RBI singles to 
push UT Marlin’s lead out to 
6 - 1 . 

Roe began the fifth inning but 
Evans entered in relief, retiring 
the first three hatters be faced to 


keep tlie Skyhawk advantage at 
five runs. Fribble made the score 
7-1 with an RBI double in the 
bottom of the fifth. 

Union (16-20) scored twice 
in the sixth but UT Marlin 
responded with a three-spot 
in the bottom of the inning. 
Hirsch led ofl with a single and 
moved up to third thanks to a 
pair of wild pitches. Gavello 
came through with an RBI 
single and pinch-hitter Drew 
Erie was issued a walk before 
Goodwin shot a triple out to 
right field to clear the bases and 
expand the Skyhawk lead out to 
10-3 in the process. 

Seckinger pitched around a 
leadoff double to post a zero 
oil the scoreboard in the top of 
[lie seventh* ending his evening 
with two straight strikeouts. 
Rickman then retired the side 
in order on only 11 pitches in 
[lie eighth. Shutting the door 
on the Bulldogs was McKinstry, 
who got two quick outs before 
Gavello ended the game with 
iLi: outlie Id n->i :-L .iflci .i two-tm! 

Single. 

UT Martin returns to Ohio 
Valley Conference play this 
weekend (April 15-17) when it 
travels to Morehead State. 


Notice: The ad below is supposed to be upside down. 
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5 p.m. Friday* April 15 - at Morehead State 

2 p,m. Saturday* April 16 - at Morehead State 
1 p,m. Sunday, April 17 - at Morehead State 
Allen Field* Morehead* Kentucky 

6 p.m, Tuesday, April 19 - at Evansville 
Braun Stadium* Evansville* Indiana 

6 pjn. Friday* April 22 - Jackson State 
6 p.m* Saturday* April 23 - Jackson State 
1p.m. Sunday, April 24 - Jackson State 
Skyhawk Park* Martin, Tennessee 

6 p.m. Tuesday* April 26 - Christian Brothers 
Skyhawk Park* Martin, Tennessee 



1 p.m. Saturday, April 16 - Southeast Missouri 

3 p.m. Saturday, April 16 - Southeast Missouri 
1p.m. Sunday* April 17 - Southeast Missouri 
Bettye Giles Field, Martin* Tennessee 

4 p.m. Wednesday* April 20 - Middle Tennessee 
Bettye Giles Field* Martin* Tennessee 

11a.m. Saturday, April 23 - at Morehead State 
1 p.m. Saturday* April 23 - at Morehead State 
University Field* Morehead* Kentucky 

11a.m. Sunday, April 24 - at Eastern Kentucky 
1p.m. Sunday* April 24 - at Eastern Kentucky 
Gertrude Hood Field, Richmond, Kentucky 

5p.m. Wednesday, April 27 - at Memphis 
Tiger Softball Complex. Memphis, Tennessee 



Governors Invitational 

Friday, April 15 

Governors Stadium* Clarksville* Tennessee 

Louisville Invitational 

Friday, April 15 

Cardinal Soccer and Track Stadium 
Louisville* Kentucky 



OVC Tournament 

Sunday* April 24 - Tuesday* April 26 
RTJ GOJf Trail at Muscle Shoals 
Muscle Shoals, Alabama 



48th Annual UT Martin Spring 
College Rodeo 

7:30 Thursday* April 14 - Saturday* April 16 
Ned McWherter Agricultural Complex 

Northwest Mississippi Community 
College 

Thursday* April 21 - Saturday* April 23 
Multipurpose Arena, Senatobia, Mississippi 
























